What is claimed is: 

1 . A method, comprising: 

defining a set of concepts based on a first set of structured and unstructured data objects; 
defining a business rule based on the first set of concepts; 

applying the business rule to a second set of structured and unstructured data objects to 
make a determination associated with the second set; and 

outputting to a display information associated with the determination. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein a concept is defined by one or more of: 
one or more words or phrases; 

a presence of a text string in an unstructured data object; 

a data code stored in a structured data object; 

one or more other concepts different from the concept; and 

a regular expression indicating a presence or absence of a text string in an unstructured 
data object or a data code stored in a structured data object. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the first set of structured and unstructured data objects 
and the second set of structured and unstructured data objects are disjoint sets. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the second set of structured and unstructured data objects 
is a subset of the first set of structured and unstructured data objects. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the business rule is defined by a combination of one or 
more rules based on one or more of: 

a data code stored in a structured data object; and 

a regular expression indicating presence or absence of a text string in an unstructured or 
structured data object. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the defining a set of concepts is performed at a first time, 
further comprising: 
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detecting, at a second time, a presence of one or more new concepts in the first set of 
structured and unstructured data objects that were not present in the first set of structured and 
unstructured data objects at the first time; and 

updating the set of concepts to include the one or more new concepts. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the set of concepts is a first set of concepts, further 
comprising: 

defining a second set of concepts, the second set of concepts including one or more 
concepts from the first set of concepts; and 

updating the business rule based at least in part on the second set of concepts. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the defining a set of concepts includes defining a concept 
hierarchy based on the set of concepts. 

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
refining the set of concepts using one or more of: 

a thesaurus; 

a dictionary; and 

a language relationship. 

10. A method, comprising: 

defining a first concept based on a first set of structured and unstructured data objects; 

defining a second concept based on the first set of structured and unstructured data 
objects, the definition of the second concept based at least in part on at least one structured data 
element and at least one unstructured data element; 

defining a relationship between the first concept and the second concept, the relationship 
specifying that the second concept is a subconcept of the first concept; 

defining a business rule that includes the first concept; and 

executing the business rule on a second set of structured and unstructured data objects, 
the executing including a first determination of a presence of the first concept in the second set, 
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the first determination including a second determination of a presence of the second concept in 
the second set. 

1 1 . The method of claim 10, wherein the business rule includes one or more component 
parts, each component part being one of: 

a regular expression for determining a presence or absence of a concept in an structured 
or unstructured data object; and 

a data code indicating presence or absence of a concept in a structured data object, 
wherein the executing the business rule includes executing the one or more component parts. 

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the first set of structured and unstructured data objects 
and the second set of structured and unstructured data objects are disjoint sets. 

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the second set of structured and unstructured data 
objects is a subset of the first set of structured and unstructured data objects. 

14. The method of claim 10, wherein the first concept or the second concept is a user-defined 
concept. 

15. A method, comprising: 

retrieving a concept hierarchy, the concept hierarchy including one or more concepts 
based at least in part on a first set of structured and unstructured data objects; 

receiving a first plurality of user input signals, each signal from the plurality of user input 
signals indicating a selection of one or more concepts from the concept hierarchy; 

receiving a second plurality of user input signals that define a plurality of logical 
relationships between the selected one or more concepts, the plurality of logical relationships 
defining a business rule; and 

executing the business rule on a second set of structured and unstructured data objects to 
calculate a determination associated with the second set of structured and unstructured data 
objects. 
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16. The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

outputting information associated with the selected one or more concepts to a display; 

receiving a third plurality of user input signals responsive to the information, each user 
input signal from the third plurality including indication of a desired change to a definition of the 
one or more concepts; and 

updating the definition of the selected one or more concepts based on the third plurality 
of user input signals. 

17. The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

analyzing the concept hierarchy to detect a presence of one or more relationships between 
one or more of the selected concepts; and 

updating the concept hierarchy to define the one or more relationships. 

18. The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

applying the business rule to one or more sets of test data; 
generating one or more reports based on the applying; 

receiving a user input signal responsive to the one or more reports, the user input signal 
indicating a desired change to the business rule; and 

updating the business rule to effectuate the desired change. 

19. The method of claim 15, wherein the first set of structured and unstructured data objects 
and the second set of structured and unstructured data objects are disjoint sets. 

20. The method of claim 1, wherein the defining the business rule includes defining a 
relationship between two or more concepts, the relationship being one of: 

a logical relationship; 

a mathematical relationship; and 

a relationship based on a linguistic grammar. 
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